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Florence 



Santa Croce  

Santa Croce mean Holy Cross and is one of the oldest 
Franciscan basilicas. The church was built in 1294 by 
Arnolfo di Cambio. Inside the church some of the most 
prized  Florentine masters are buried like Donatello, 
Antonio, and Michelangelo, there are so many famous 
people buried here that the church is called the Urns of 
the Great and is said to become the Pantheon of Italian 
glories.  

There is a statue of Dante in 
front of the Church to 
honor one of Florence’s 
favorite men.  



Duomo 

Officially named the Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore construction 
on this cathedral started in 1296 and was completed in 1436. the 
cathedral is one of the largest churches in Italy and until just 
recently was the largest dome. The Duomo is the mother church 
of Florence and is where the archbishop Giuseppe Betori sits. The 
Duomo was Florence’s way of claiming more power and wealth 
over the other Tuscan cities especially Pisa. The Dome itself is 
built with two shells so that flying buttresses  are not needed, this 
alone make the Duomo a magnificent sight to behold. t 



Bell 
Tower 

The free-standing bell tower in the Piazza del Duomo Is called Giotto’s Campanile because it was 
designed by Giotto di Bondone. The first stone was laid in July 1334, Giotto never got to see it 
completed as he died before. There are seven bells in the bell tower the number seven is speical 
because is symbolizes human perfectibility. Seven can also be seen in the hexagonal panels that 
depict the history of mankind. The bell tower is a great example of  Italian Renaissance 
architecture. 



Baptistery  

The Baptistery is in the Piazza de Duomo and is one 
of the oldest buildings in Florence. The exact date of 
origin is unknown but it is said that it was once 
dedicated to Mars the Roman god of War.  Dante and 
many  members of the Medici family were baptized 
here  
 

One important aspect of the Baptistery are the Gates 
of paradise, the bronze doors on the building. It is 
named so because in the Middle Ages every year 
during the procession dedicated to St. john the 
Baptist they entered this door to be baptized and 
thus earned a spot in paradise.  
 



Also inside of the Baptistery is the 
Donatello and Michelozzo s tomb of the 
Antipope John XX 
 
 
 

The ceiling of the 
Baptistery depicts stories 
from the Bible like Adam 
and Eve and  Hell 
 
 This is a picture of the 
Baptismal where people 
were baptized at.  



San Lorenzo Market 

The San Lorenzo market sometimes called the Central Market is one of the main markets in 
Florence for fresh food and leather good. Inside the building all types of fresh food is sold from 
meats to fresh fruit and vegetables.  Many Italians go to this market to get their food for the 
upcoming day, going everyday for the fresh food. Outside the market is the leather  market 
where you can find some of the best leather goods for sale. The market started when the 
kingdom of Italy moved from Turin to Florence in 1860, the market stands where the remains of 
the Roman forum stood next to the Piazza della Republica. This market is a main tourist 
attraction in Florence and shows how some traditions, like fresh food, is still alive in Italian 
society today.  



 Picture of the leather market 

 Picture of the meats offered 
inside the market. 



The Galleria dell’Accademia is a museum that was converted from a friary of San Matteo 
and the convent of San Niccolo di Cafaggio in 1784 by the Grand Duke of Tuscany so that 
students could study the great arts. The museum house Michelangelo’s David, the four 
unfinished Prisoners and St. Matthew. Other famous sculptures are Giambologna’s Rape 
of the Sabines and Botticelli’s Madonna and Child and his  Madonna of the Sea.  

Galleria dell’Accademia  



Ponte Vecchio 

Ponte Vecchio is one of Florence’s most recognizable bridges, with the Vasari Corridor 
connecting the Pitti Palace with the Palazzo Vecchio above the bridge one can recongize it in any 
photos of Italy. The current bridge was constructed in the 14th century and has been the home 
to many shops including tanner, butchers, and greengrocers.  It is currently occupied by jewelers 
and in known as the golden bridge. There is also a tradition dealing with padlocks, if two lovers 
lover lock a padlock on the Ponte Vecchio and throw the key into the Arno they love will last for 
an eternity.  



Palazzo Vecchio 

The Palazzo Vecchio  is the symbol of the civic power of Florence for 
over 7 centuries. The main purpose of this palace is to house the main 
body of government in Florence starting with the Priori delle Arti to 
the Medici to the current  seat of the Florence City Council.  



The palace went through many 
construction jobs with the most work 
being done by the Medici family. Pictured 
left is the Hall of 500. The Medici raised 
the ceiling of this Hall by seven meters 
and added a painted ceiling panels to 
make the hall more impressive    

 Is the chapel inside on the palace 
that the Medici  used for their own 
private services.  



Piazza della Signoria 

Piazza della Signoria is the center of 
political life in Florence since the 
14th century especially because the 
Palazzo Vecchio  is in the piazza. 
Also the Bonfire of the Vanities  
was also in this piazza. A copy of 
Michelangelo’s David is placed in 
this piazza also.  

The Loggia dei Lanzi is an open air 
sculpture gallery with famous 
sculptures like the Rape of the 
Sabines of and Perseo grasping 
Medusa’s head.  



Uffizi Gallery  
 The Uffizi was build in 1581 by 

request of the Granduca Francisco 
de’ Medici. Giorgio Vasari was the 
original designer designing the 
museum to stretch from the Palazzo 
Vecchio to the Anro to the Ponte 
Vecchio. It was intended to hold 
offices, meeting places for 
bureaucrats and hold art work. Other 
rooms were later discovered like 
laboratories, a Foundry where 
medicines, scents and some poison 
was created. The Uffizi is another 
symbol of the wealth that Florence 
had in both monetary means and in 
the wealth of their art work.  



Piazza della Repubblica 

 Is one of the main squares in Florence, 
where the Roman forum stood and 
during the reign of Cosimo I where the 
location of the market and the Jewish 
Ghetto. Unfortunately in the 18th 
century the town council decided to do 
away with the medieval look so it 
could widen the square. Missing from 
the square that was present about 150 
years ago is a bronze statue of the King 
Vittorio Emanuele II. Today the Piazza 
is surrounded by fashion stores and 
has a functioning merry-go-round next 
to the arch of Triumph. It is also home 
to the historical Caffe Gilli, Caffe 
Paskowski, and Caffe delle Giubbe 
Rosse where many of the city’s artist 
and writers in the past met. 



Dante’s House 

Dante Alighieri is the famous poet who wrote the Divine Comedy. He was born in Florence in the 
summer of 1265 and spent most of his life studying rhetoric, grammar, philosophy and theology. 
He is an important figure in Florence because he was the first writer to write in Italian, 
specifically Italian from Florence, in his  work the Divine Comedy. Dante is considered on of the 
greatest writes of his time and really brought Italian to the people’s knowledge. 



Pitti Palace 

The Pitti Palace once was the hone of the grand-
dukes of Tuscany, the King of Italy, and the Medici. 
The oldest part of the palace dates back to 1458, 
and was bought by the Medici family in 1549. When 
the Medici’s bought the house Cosimo had the 
Vasari Corridor, an above ground walkway that went 
from the Palazzo Vecchio to the palace using the 
uffizi and the Ponte Vecchio. The palace is now  a 
museum that shows a vast collection of artwork and 
show the rooms that the Medici lived in while they 
occupied the palace.  



Piazza Michelangelo is on top of a hill that 
offer some of the best views of Florence. 
It was designed in 1869 by Giuseppe 
Poggi. He dedicited the piazza to 
Michelangelo and did so by placing copies 
of Michelangelo’s works like David and 
the Medici chapel in the piazza 

Piazza Michelangelo  

Near the Piazza Michelangelo is the  basilica di 
San Miniato al Monte which is a church and 
considered the finest Romanesque churches. 
St Minias was the first martyr of Florence, he 
was beheaded during the anit-Christian 
persecution under the Emperor Decius. Legend 
says that he carried his head to the top of this 
hill and that is why the church is named after 
him. It is no is a monastery. 



Venice 



Saint Mark’s Basilica  

In 829 two Venetians went to Alexandria in Egypt where Saint Marks was buried, they bribed the 
guardians of the body to give it to them, brought it back to Venice and built the  Saint Mark’s 
Basilica in his honor. Saint Mark became the patron saint of Venice.  The church began in the 
830’s and was rebuilt over 2 centuries. The Basilica is the city’s main monument and for 1 
thousand year it was the Ducal’s chapel and also as a State church were the highest celebrations 
took place.  In 1807 the basilica became the seat of the Patriarch of Venice and the state church.  
The church is decorated with moasic depicting the life of Saint Mark. 



Bridge of Sighs/Doge’s Palace in Venice 
 The Bridge of Sighs is  a bridge that stretches over 
the Rio di Palazzo, or the Palace River, connecting the 
interrogation rooms in the Doge’s palace to the new 
prison on the other side of the river. The bridge was 
designed by Antonio Contino and built at the start of 
the 17th century.  Two theories as to where the sighs 
come from. The first one is that the prisoners that use 
the bridge into the prison are sighing because this is the 
last time they are seeing freedom. The second is that if 
lovers pass under the bridge at sunset in a gondola and 
kisses they will have eternal love. 
 
 The Doge’s palace is where the Doge sits and is the 
center of governmental power. Construction started in 
1301 and was completed in 1450. The lower section of 
the floor is  supported with columns instead of solid 
walls creating an sense of openness showing how 
powerful the city was because they did not feel the 
need to close off their walls. The picture to the left 
show two columns painted red, this is where executions 
would take place. 



Rialto Bridge 

The Rialto bridge is the most visited bridge in Venice, opened in 1591 for almost 300 years it was 
the only way to cross the Grand Canal on foot. It connects the districts of San Polo and San 
Marco over the Grand Canal.  The bridge is designed by Anthony da Ponte and took three years 
to complete. The bridge is 28 meters long with shops spanning the whole length. It really caters 
to tourist because most of the shops have things only tourist would want. As a top tourist 
attraction I am sure that the bridge has helped the Venice economy. 



 A gondola is boat that weighs 1,500 pounds with a flat 
bottom  and slim body that the Venetians used as 
transportation in the canals. One cannot think of 
Venice without thinking of the Gondola as it was the 
main form of transportation for the Venetians. The 
Gondola is perfect for the canals of Venice because the 
slim body can get into the smallest crevices, the flat 
bottom can go anywhere and the use of the oar was 
gentle on the walls of Venice. A Gondolier is usually a 
man who rows the boat with an oar, sometime he will 
sing, for an extra fee of course. In 1562 the boats had 
so many decorations that the authorities issues a law 
that made the gondolas uniform, black in color with 
only three decorations, a curly tail, a pair of seahorses 
and a multipronged ferro, this is still how the boat look.  
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Navy Arsenal in Venice  

When in Venice we stumbled upon the Navy Arsenal while exploring the city.  First built during 
the 34th Doge’s  reign it began as a state ship year that maintained the naval ships. In 1320 the 
Nuovo Arsenale was built for more space. The arsenal cover 32 hectares and is where the frame-
first system was first used. The ship builders honed their skills to the point that in the early 16th 
century they were able to build a boat in less than 24 hours.  Today the arsenal is used by the 
Italian army and is not accessible to the public except select parts that are open as a museum.  



Murano Island 

Murano Island is one of the islands that make up 
Venice. Produced on this island are the famous 
glass sculptures from Murano. The island became 
so famous and is such an economical importance 
that  Murano is sometimes thought of as its own 
independent island.  If you go to the island you can 
go see a master glass blower blow glass or make a 
horse out of glass right before your eyes. Its like 
getting transported back and is a real treat to view. 



Day Trips 



Viareggio  

Viareggio is a seaside town on the Tuscany coast about 
20 km of the Versilian Riviera. The beach is one of the 
main tourist attractions and brings money to the seaside 
town. The highlight of the year is the famous Carnival of 
Viareggio. The carnival started in 1873 when a signori 
decided to make one Sunday different by adding floats 
and a procession down the street. There were many 
masked patrons who were not happy because they had 
to pay more taxes, wearing mask that made fun of the 
tax collector. Since then the carnival has become a 
tradition where public figures are made fun of using the 
floats and mask. 



The Chianti region is an area between Florence and Siena that produces one of the best wines 
from Tuscany. The Chianti is a lush green landscape with hill covered with fields of vineyards and 
olive groves. The fields are dotted with little stone villages of people who live off the profit of 
the wine.  Wine is the most important  markets in the region so much that in 1716 the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany, Cosimo the 3rd, established the first edict about the boundaries of the Chianti 
wine’s production.  

Chianti Region 



Lucca 

Lucca is a walled in city in the region of Tuscany in Italy. It is known for its Renaissance-era walls 
that enclose the inner city that tourist can walk or ride bikes on top.  At one point there was an 
ancient Roman amphitheatre inside the walls.  Lucca was one of the first people in Italy to find 
out how to color silk and their economy flourished because of this.  All over the city are towers 
that were built by nobility for protection and as a sign of wealth. On of the most famous towers 
is the Guinigi tower, Paolo Guinigi ruled the city of Lucca for the first half of the XV century. On 
to of this 44.25 m tall tower are 7 oak trees because the church said that no tower will be taller 
than the Duomo tower, to get around this the Guinigi planted trees to add height.  



Pisa 

The main site to see in Pisa is the Piazza dei 
Miracoli, which means field of miracles. Located 
in this Piazza is the Duomo di Pisa, the 
baptistery west of the dome and the campanile, 
better known as the leaning tower of Pisa. In 
1093 the first stone of the Duomo was laid, this 
is the seat of the Archbishop of Pisa. The bones 
of St. Ranieri, Pisa’s patron saint, and the tomb 
of Holy Roman Emperor Henry VII are in the 
church. 



The most prominent structure in 
the piazza in the campanile, 
the bell tower, or better know 
as the leaning tower of Pisa. 
Stated in August of 1173 it 
took about 200 years to 
complete because of a series 
of wars. The tower was meant 
to stand 185 feet tall but 
because of the leaning it is not 
as tall as first projected. It is 
one of the most recognized 
towers in the world for its lean 
that attract many tourist to 
Pisa so they can take a picture 
of themselves holding the 
tower up. Being Pisa’s main 
attraction it really helps their 
economy flourish. 



Genoa 



Piazza De Ferrari  
 Piazza de Ferrari is the main 

piazza in the city of Genoa, 
literally all the main roads lead 
from here or are at least close. It 
is also surrounded by the palazzo 
Ducale and the theatre Carlo 
Felice. Also in this Piazza the Fans 
of the Genoa’s football team 
gather to celebrate.  This piazza 
was also considered the financial 
center of Genoa when it was one 
of the important financial cities in 
Italy with Milan and where the 
Italian stick exchange, Credito 
Italiano was established in 1893. 
This piazza is one of the main 
symbols associated with Genoa, 
one cannot help but think of this 
beautiful piazza when thinking of 
Genoa. 



Palazzo Ducale 

Torre Del Popolo (Tower of the 
People) is where prisoners of 
the state were kept 

Palazzo Ducale was first built in 1291 to 
signify the power of Genoa as a city after 
beating both Pisa in the battle of Meloria  
and Venice in a battle nfear the island of 
Cruzola, it was named Ducale after the 
Doge, Simon Boccanegra, made it his 
home in1339., it came to represent the 
Oligarchic republic  



La Torre del Popolo dates back to the 13th century, where a secret prison was kept. If you 
were considered a threat to the state like political prisoners, rebellions, or anarchist you 
were sent to the tower. It was not a comfortable stay either, it was hot in the summer and 
frezzing cold in the winter, the floors were  had and there was not a good view from the 
cells. Some famous people who were in the  prison are Paolo da Novi, a key player in the 
government, and even Giuseppe Garibaldi in 1849, he helped unify the Kingdom of Italy.  



San Lorenzo Cathedral Genoa 

The San Lorenzo Cathedral is  a beautiful church built in 
1100 to replace the Basilica of the 12 Apostles.  This was 
the city’s only public square in the middle ages, and where 
many civil and political events took place. It is also the 
Current seat of the Archbishop of Genoa. 



Inside the Cathedral are many 
beautiful altars and chapels, it is 
even protects the ashes of Saint 
John the Baptists, who is the city’s 
patron Saint. The Church was 
accidentally bombed by the British 
Battleship HMS Malaya , a 381 mm 
armor piercing shell. Fortunately the 
bomb did not detonate and the 
shell is still present in the cathedral 
today.  



Via Garibaldi 

Via Garibaldi, formerly known as the Strada Nuova, 
is a street in Genoa known for its 13 monumental 
mansions. Each a representation of the architectural 
ambitions of the cities richest families. In 2006 
Strada Nuova  made its way on to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 



These mansions were so extravagant  that in the 1576 the City Senate conducted a 
census of the mansions to see if they met the standards to host illustrious figures 
visiting the city like a Pope or an Emperor.  This list of these residence built by the 
wealthiest and most powerful aristocratic families was called the Rolli. Via Garibaldi 
specifically formed the quarter of the nobility. The palaces  were splendid and were a 
real representation the of wealth of Genoa during its height.  



In the early 1800’s Genoa did not have its own 
theatre, that all changed in 1828 when the neo-
classical Teatro Carlo Felice was built.  It was 
named after Duke Carlo Felice. The culture 
importance of this theatre is that it brought 
artistic culture to a mainly industry city and was 
the fulcrum of social like in Genoa. 

Carlo Felice Opera House 



La Lanterna 

La Lanterna is the is the 77 meter high tower in the port of Genoa and is the main symbol of 
the city as well as the most important lighthouse in the city. Because the lighthouse was 
build on 40 meter or rock, the totally height is 117 meters above sea level, that light bulb is 
so strong that is can be from more than 50 kilometers away. Built in 1543 the Lanterna was 
meant to help the ships navigate into one of the most important harbors of the time, 
without this lighthouse Genoa would be a ship grave yard, not a flourishing port.  



Porta Soprana and Columbus’ house 

Porta Soprana is the only part left of the defensive wall that were around Genoa built in 
1155. These two towers were built in 8 days by the people and were meant to protect 
the citizens from invaders. Right next to the towers is a small building that claims to  be 
the house of Christopher Columbus, the man that discovered America. Although many 
historians do not believe this there is a museum located in the house.  Both sites show 
some history of Genoa, things that once were there are not now, but still are significant 
to the people.  



Piazza San Matteo 
This Piazza is a one of the best preserved examples of 
a private square belonging to a Nobel Genovese  
family.  There is also the cathedral San Matteo found 
by the Doria family for their private worship. This 
piazza is another gathering place for the people of 
Genoa. Where the could discuss private issues, 
exchange goods, or just to socialize with other 
families. Inside the cathedral, which is still used for 
worship, has many beautiful painting and sculptures. I 
could see why people would want to spend time here. 



Palazzo Rosso/Tursi/Bianco 

These three palaces are located on Via Garibaldi and are 
open to the public and are museums that showcase 
artwork and the living space of the people who once 
lived in the mansion. In Palazzo Rosso (the red building 
pictured above) there are many frescoes by some of the 
greatest painter of 17th century Liguria. There is even an 
example of an apartment that a family would have lived 
in. It gives real insight into how the nobles lived. 



Galleria Mazzini 
This Galleria was built to model the Vittorio 
Emanuele Gallery in Milan, it connects piazza de 
Ferrari with the Piazza Corvetto. It was used as the 
main shopping areas for the most prestigious 
shops in the second half of the nineteenth century 
and represents the arrival of luxury to the city. Like 
the theatre this Galleria is bring more culture 
aspects to the famous port of Genoa.  During the 
Christmas time there is a popular book fair held 
there.  



Ascensori di 
Castelletto 

This lift and the Funiculars are 
perfect was to get around in 
Genoa because much of the city in 
on a hill. The elevator pictured 
above will bring you to the 
Castelletto, which is just a little 
town but with such a great view of 
Genoa. It is breath taking.  



Funicular  

The culture importance of these two forms of public transportation is just that. These 
rides are not for the tourist, but for the locals.  This  particular funicular  the Sant’ Anna 
Funicular was built in first built in 1901 and re-build in 1980. Its amazing that the people 
of Genoa saw the need for a better form of public transportation and built this automatic 
vehicles. I think this shows how crafty the Genovese people were. I live in Orlando and we 
do not have a good public transportation system like they do in Italy.  



Rome 



Coliseum 
After Nero’s death in 68 AD Flavian emperor 
Vespasian started building the Coliseum in 72 
AD. It took 10 years to complete. Rome 
needed a larger, grander, amphitheatre and 
the Flavian emperors gave it to them.  

The Coliseum was dedicated to the Roman 
games, the most popularwere the venationes 
or the hunts and the Munera, or the 
gladiatorial games. It was an obligation of the 
ruling class to organize these games for the 
public and was regulated by many laws.  The 
lower part of the Coliseum  held the beast 
that fought and kept some of the gladiators 
when not fighting.  The most popular game 
was fought to the death between two men, in 
the end the public decided the fate of the 
loser. 



Roman Forum 

Located between the Palatine hill and Capitoline hill the Roman Forum was used as a market 
place, then became the center of the economic, political and religious  activity in Rome.  There 
are many important sites in the Forums like the Niger lapis which marks the spot where the First 
King of Rome Romulus was killed. Also in the Forum was the Senate House, Curia,  the Assembly, 
Comitium, and the Speaker’s Platform, Rostra. The Temple of Saturn was also in the Forum 
which was built by Titus Larcius in 17 B.C. it was the public treasury and was a repository for 
decrees of the Senate. One of the most important building located in the forums is the Temple 
of Vesta where the Vestal Virgins guarded the sacred eternal flame, a symbol of the eternal life 
of Rome. The house of the Vestal Virgins was right near the temple. 



Piazza Venezia 
The piazza is named after the Cardinal 
Venezia who ordered the construction of the 
palace dating back to the 15th century, which 
later became the seat of the Republic of 
Venice.  The palace was also famous for 
Mussolini and the speeches that he gave 
from the balcony. 

On the south side of the Piazza is the Monument 
of Victor Emanuel II, the first king of Italy,  built 
between 1855-1911 to celebrate the unification 
of Italy. In the North side of the piazza is the 
Palazzo Bonaparte where Napoleon I’s mother 
lived after the fall of her sons empire. The 
Trajan’s Column, the most famous  column in the 
world is also located here. 



Vatican museum 
Vatican city is a sovereign 
city state with about 
population of 800. The city 
was created with the Lateran 
Treaty in 1929 and is where 
the Pope live at.  The 
Museum  located within the 
walls first started out a 
group of sculptures collected 
by Pope Julius II.  The Popes 
were the first people to 
open their private art 
collections to the public 
spreading knowledge of art 
history and culture. The 
museum has sections, like 
the Etruscan Museum and 
the Egyptian Museum. My 
favorite section is the Gallery 
of Tapestries which holds a 
collection of tapestries from 
the 15th and 17th Centuries.   



Arco di Costantino 

One of the largest arcs in Rome, the Arch of Constantine was built to celebrate the victory of the 
Emperor Constantine over Maxentius after the battle of Ponte Milvio. Inscribed above the 
central arch on both sides of the arch is a proclamation of how Constantine have freed the 
Roman people of the tyrant Maxentius. This structure is represents the military and political 
power Constantine had when he ruled in Rome. 



Sistine Chapel 
The Sistine Chapel is located within 
Vatican City and was built between 1475- 
1483 for the current Pope, Pope Sixtus IV, 
by Giovannino de’ Dolci. The walls of the 
chapel  were decorated in three eras, the 
era before the Ten Commandments were 
given to Moses, The secon was the time 
between Moses and the birth of Christ, 
and the third was the Christian Era after 
Christ was born. The most recognized part 
of the chapel is the ceiling painted by 
Michelangelo who was forced to paint it 
by Pope Julius II.  The scenes that 
Michelangelo painted come from the 
Book of Genesis. Surrounding these 9 
scenes are paintings of prophets and 
sibyls.  Michelangelo also painted “The 
Last Judgment” on the  alter wall. It 
depicts the second coming of Christ and 
the last judgment of humanity.  



Saint Peter's Square and Basilica 

St. Peter’s Square (above) is in front of the Basilica . It was built by 
Bernini between 1656-1667. The square is made in two parts, with 
the most recognized part being the elliptical that is surrounded by 
two hemicycles. It is suppose to represent an open-armed, Maternal 
welcome to all Catholics says Bernini. The Saint Peter’s Basilica is 
located  within the Vatican City and is considered a Late Renaissance 
church. It has the largest Interior of any Christian church. Pictured left 
is the Holy Door that is opened ever 25 years, it is said that if you pass 
through this door all of you sins will be forgiven.  



 Pope John 
II can been 
seen inside 
the basilica 
less than 100 
ft from the 
tomb of St. 
Peter.  

St. Peter’s Basilica has the largest interior 
of any Christian church. It is also where 
Saint Peter who is one of the 12 apostles 
of Jesus was said to be buried.  
 
 Michelangelo’s pieta is behind glass in 
the first  chapel. Dating back to 1499 this 
sculpture shows Madonna in her youth 
cradling the dead body of her son, Jesus 
Christ. 



Trevi Fountain 

The Trevi Fountain is the largest Baroque fountain in the 
city and was built in before 1453  when Pope Nicholas V 
asked for a new fountain to be built,  this was not the last 
time a pope changed the fountain.  Water did not exit the 
fountain until August 1743 under pope Benedict XIV, with 
the official completion of the fountain being May 22 1762.  
The fountain’s statues depict Ocean on a triumphal chariot,  
Abundance holding the horn of plenty, and Health.  There 
is a legend that  if you throw 1 coin into the fountain you 
will return to Rome, throw 2 coins you can make a wish, 
and 3 coins means you will marry an Italian. I have also 
heard if you drink the water you will also return.  



Piazza 
Navona 

Piazza Navona was built on the old Stadium of Domitian where many 
festivals and sporting events took place. The  piazza was paved in the 15th 
century and official became the Navona square and a main marketplace. 
In this Piazza there is a church built by Borromini dedicated to Saint 
Agnes, and served as a personal chapel for Pope Innocent the 10th, a 
main player in how the piazza looks today. There is also the Fontana dei 
Quattro Fiumi or the Fountain of the four rivers built by Bernini.  This 
fountain was constructed in the 17th century and represents the four 
main rivers from the different continents.  Fun Fact about this piazza is 
that Bernini and Borromini were rivals so a sculpture in the fountain is 
cowering at the site of the church, afraid that it would crumble onto him. 



Pantheon 

The Pantheon was a temple in Rome dating back to  
125 AD built by Hadrian, a cosmopolitan emperor, 
who dedicated the temple to all the gods. After 
paganism was prohibited in 346 it was closed, but in 
609AD the temple was Christianized and became 
the first pagan temple that turned into a Christian 
church.  The Church was now dedicated to the 
Virgin and all the martyrs.  The this unique dome 
for its time many people wonder how it was built, 
and model many important buildings after it. 



The Oculus (pictured on the other slide) is a 
27 foot diameter whole in the ceiling and is 
the only source of natural light in the whole 
church. Tradition says that it  never rains on 
the Pantheon, but if it does the floors are at 
a angle with a drain in the middle of the 
church.  Inside the church are some 
important tombs, Raphael is on the Left 
side, then Vittorio Emanuele II who was the 
first king of Italy, and Umberto I who was 
his successor with his wife Margherita, who 
we can credit a pizza after 



Spanish 
Steps 

The Spanish Steps is a staircase that connects the French church Trinita dei Monti with the 
Spanish Embassy. Built in 1723 after being commissioned by Pope Innocent XIII these 137 
steps over 12 different flights has become a popular meeting place for not only tourist and 
locals. During the day and at night the stairs are crowded. At the bottom on the stairs is a 
fountain powered by an aqueduct, Fontana della Barcaccia, which is a sinking boat  that 
represents the flooding of the Tevere in 1598. 



Capuchin Crypt 

 This crypt is inside the Church of 
Immaculate under the Capuchins Friars. 
When the friars moved from the friary of 
St. Bonaventure next to the Trevi Fountain 
in 1631 they moved to the present church 
and brought the remains of all the other 
friars and placed them in this underground 
cemetery. They arranged the old friars’ 
their own dead, and poor Romans into 
works of art along the crypt walls. The key 
to interpreting the arrangements as are is 
the Christian belief in the resurrection. 
Other crypts inside is the crypt of skulls, 
crypt of the pelvises and the crypt on the 
leg and thigh bones. The crypt of the three 
skeletons is the most interesting. In the 
middle of the three skeletons is a skeleton 
inside an aureole which is the symbol of 
life coming to birth, in his right hand is a 
scythe symbolizing death and in his right 
hand is a scale symbolizing how God will 
way our good actions against our bad 
actions when we die. 



Circo Massimo 

Circo Massimo or Circus Maximus in English was one of ancient Rome’s largest stadiums seating 
almost 250,000 people.  In the Circo Massimo  chariot races were held, the races were Rome’s 
most popular entertainment. The races can be traced back to the 6th century BC. The chariot 
races were raced on quadriages pulled by four horses and were in four team, red, white, green, 
and blue to represent the seasons. The structure was built out of wood, but after three fires that 
burned it down Roman  Emperor Trajan rebuilt it in 103 AD as a stone structure. Today that 
structre is at the site but was used for building material in medieval and Renasissannce builings. 
The only thing  left is a field filled with rocks, but the general layout of the stadium can be seen 
in the shape of the field. 



Santa Maria Maggiore  

Santa Maria Maggiore is the biggest church dedicated to the Virgin Mary out of 26 in Rome 
which is why it is called the St. Mary Major. It stands on the temple of the goddess Cybele 
and is on top of the Esquiline Hill. It was founded in the 4th century and is considered on of 
the five great ancient basilicas of Rome.  The inside of the church is a real treasure to see, 
with the interior decorated with mostly 5th century mosaic the basilica preserves Early 
Christian form. There is the golden triumphal arch depicting the early life of Jesus from the 
5th century. The Bell Tower is the highest in Rome standing at 240 feet. The high altar is a 
papal altar, meaning only the Pope or someone given special permission can use it. On 
August 15th the Pope leads a mass for the Feast of Assumption.  What I considered to be the 
most beautiful part of the basilica is the confessio where Pope Pius IX is kneeling and St. 
Jerome, who is the author of the Latin translation of the bible is buried in the Bethlehem 
crypt, built to resemble the care of Nativity in Bethlehem.  



Castel Sant' Angelo 

This castle was built around 123 BC and is a tomb for 
Emperor Hadrian and his family.  Hadrian and other 
emperors’ ashes are in this castle. Legand says that 
the Archangel  Michael appeared at the top of the 
building sheating his sword as a sign of the end of the 
plague in 590. Today the castle is used as a papal 
fortress and museum, Pope Nicholas III constructed 
the Passetto di Borgo, which is a covered fortified 
corridor that leads from St. Peter’s Basilica to the 
castle where Pope can be safe.  



Piazza del Popolo 

Piazza del Popolo is translated from modern Italian to mean the people’s square. The square 
was named after the Church of Santa Maria del Popolo built in 1099 by Pope Paschal II because 
the locals complained that this are was haunted by the ghost of Emperor Nero, so the Pop cut 
down a tree will many crows in it and built the church. On the north side of the plaza is Porta del 
Popolo, this is a gate that leas to Via Flaminia, the road that connected Rome with the Adriatic 
cost. Many pilgrims traveled on this road and the Pope wanted to impress the pilgrims.  There is 
also a obelisk surrounded by a fountain, the fountain is powered by a aqueduct  and the obelisk 
is from the Circo Massimo. This obelisk is symbolic of the conquest of Egypt. 



Piazza 
Colonna 

Piazza Colonna is the old Renaissance center of  city 
near the river. At its inception  the piazza was not 
supposed to be important at all especially  because it 
lacked a grand church, but because is was the midpoint 
between Piazza Venezia and Piazza del Popolo many 
people gathered there. The column protrays events 
from Marcus Aurelius’ campagins, including scenes 
from the wars he was in. Today the Piazza is the center 
of Italian political life because Palazzo Chigi, across 
from the column,  is the office and official residence of 
the Presidente del Consiglio dei Ministri.  



Piazza Di 
Montecitorio  

This piazza is named because it provides access to the 
Palazzo Montecitorio. Inside the piazza is an obelisk 
which emperor Augustus had shipped from Egypt so 
celebrate his defeat of Cleopatra. He used it as a 
shadow caster for a sundial a few meters from the 
obelisk. The main palace in the square was designed 
by Bernini and the request of Nicolo Ludovisi for his 
family. The building was used for papal matters after 
1697. in 1870 it became the new  building for the 
parliament and is currently the seat of Italian chamber 
of Deputies. 



Piazza di Pietra means square of stone and refers to the columns left over from a temple 
dedicated to Emperor Hadrian built 144 AD. In 1696 pope innocent XII converted the remaining 
part of the temple into the Central Customs Office that housed the goods that reached Rome by 
land. Today the building is used by the Roman Chamber of Commerce and is used for 
conferences and small  exhibitions  

Piazza di Pietra 
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