
Homecoming Queen More than a Crown 

  After attending the University of Mississippi for two years, Amanda Barr transferred to 

the University of South Florida for a boy. Unfortunately, their relationship did not go as planned 

and she found herself stranded at USF. That feeling quickly passed and now she considers her 

time at USF to be amazing.  

She is maintaining a good GPA, is active in cheerleading and the Public Relations 

Student Society of America, has an internship with athletics and has decided to run for 

Homecoming Queen. 

“I just felt like it was my duty,” Amanda said, “it’s like giving back to the university.” 

Homecoming Queen is not just a title to Amanda. It’s a chance to represent USF in the 

most positive way possible. “At other schools it’s a popularity contest. At UF there is no 

interview. Instead they do it pageant-style,” she said. “All that stuff is nice, but here it’s not 

about the outside image, it’s about who you are as a person.” 

Unlike other schools, USF has a lengthy selection process to be considered for 

Homecoming Court. Candidates need a 3.0 GPA, a resume showing multiple activities they are 

involved in, two recommendations letters from faculty members, one recommendation letter 

from the head of their main organization and an interview. If students complete this process, 

USF knows it will have a great representative for the school. 

 

 



Amanda already considers herself an unofficial representative of the school through 

cheerleading. As a cheerleader, she attends most sporting events, many Student Government 

events, and does community service like reading to elementary students. “I feel like I’m an 

ambassador for USF,” she said.    

 The school is not the only one gaining from this experience; Amanda is developing 

valuable skills she can use later in life. She is a public relations major and can use this campaign 

as a example of her communication capabilities. “It is such a huge campus you can’t be in just 

your own area,” Amanda said. “I had to make sure I covered engineering and public health 

because I don’t make it over there.” Recognizing the size of the school as an obstacle to 

overcome, she used many tactics learned in her public relations class to gather support from 

students by using social media, the Oracle, flyers and Bulls Radio.  

 She cannot wait for the results to be revealed on Oct. 24, 2012, at the Homecoming Ball. 

If things go as planned, she will be able to add USF 2012 Homecoming Queen to her resume. 

She may have come to USF for a boy, but she will be leaving with so much more.  

 


